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Popularized by such best-selling authors as Michael Pollan, Barbara Kingsolver, and Eric

Schlosser, a growing food movement urges us to support sustainable agriculture by eating fresh

food produced on local family farms. But many low-income neighborhoods and communities of color

have been systematically deprived of access to healthy and sustainable food. These communities

have been actively prevented from producing their own food and often live in "food deserts" where

fast food is more common than fresh food. Cultivating Food Justice describes their efforts to

envision and create environmentally sustainable and socially just alternatives to the food system.

Bringing together insights from studies of environmental justice, sustainable agriculture, critical race

theory, and food studies,  Cultivating Food Justice highlights the ways race and class inequalities

permeate the food system, from production to distribution to consumption. The studies offered in the

book explore a range of important issues, including agricultural and land use policies that

systematically disadvantage Native American, African American, Latino/a, and Asian American

farmers and farmworkers; access problems in both urban and rural areas; efforts to create

sustainable local food systems in low-income communities of color; and future directions for the

food justice movement. These diverse accounts of the relationships among food, environmentalism,

justice, race, and identity will help guide efforts to achieve a just and sustainable agriculture.
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Alkon and Agyeman have done a masterful job compiling the chapters that make up Cultivating

Food Justice: Race, Class, and Sustainability. Although there have been a smattering of articles

employing the "food justice" concept over the past five years, it was not until last year that Gottlieb

and Joshi published the book Food Justice, also on MIT Press. Cultivating Food Justice builds off of

this book by providing a critical exposition that attends to positionality within the agrifood system,

and helps to expand our understanding of food justice by linking race, class, and gender at multiple

scales, often blurring boundaries between spaces and experiences of production and consumption.

As Alkon and Agyeman note in the Introduction, this book "help(s)to nurture fertile soil in which a

polyculture of approaches to just and sustainable agriculture can thrive.The book is organized in

three parts. The first part, "The Production of Unequal Access" investigates the way that racialized

systems of exclusion interact with capitalism to create not only food insecurity and hunger, but

inequality in who gets to own, control, and grow food on land throughout the United States. For

example, in the chapter by Norgaard, Reed, and Van Horten, they explore the racialized

environmental history that produced hunger in the Karuk community: "outright genocide, lack of

recognition of land occupation and title, and forced assimilation." Minkoff Zern, Peluso, Sowerwine,

and Getz also contribute to food justice scholarship with their concept of agricultural racial

formations. They explore how Chinese, Japanese, and Hmong farmers' dispossession of their lands

is racialized either explicitly or implicitly through a set of laws, policies, or practices that impact

specific Asian American groups.
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